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BACKPACK BLESSING / FOCUS BACKPACK PROGRAM:

On Saturday, August 9, after Vespers, we invite all students who are
beginning their new school year to have their backpacks blessed. Students
will also get to help pack supplies in 48 backpacks that we have ordered
from the FOCUS Backpack Program to be donated to the Parma City
School District to help other students in need.

We will be taking a collection after Liturgy on August 3 and 10 to help
with the cost of the supplies we are donating to the PCSD students.
CHURCH SCHOOL.:

Registration forms and calendars for the upcoming Church School year
are available in the Fellowship Hall. Forms can be turned in to Mka. Jen
or to any Church School teacher. The first day of Church School is
September 7.

PARISH PICNIC:

The annual Parish Picnic is scheduled for the Sunday of Labor Day
weekend, August 31, following Liturgy. More information and sign-up
sheets will be forthcoming.

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES:

The HTOC Parish Council met on July 29. Following are the main
points from the meeting:

1) A “Peace of Mind” training will be hosted by HTOC in September;

2) The Parish Picnic date was set for August 31;

3) In June the church domes were power-washed by Preferred LLC, and
any visible cracks were sealed with caulking. New LED lights to shine
on domes and timer system will be installed by Ellis Brothers;

4) A gift to the Dn Paul Schlafer family of $1500 was approved,

5) Sections of paver bricks around the church perimeter are planned to be
resurfaced by Hegedus Hardscape.

WEDDING OF NATHAN AND GWEN:

On Sunday, August 17, at 2:00 p.m., Nathan Seese and Gwen Waters

will “tie the knot” here at Holy Trinity. All are invited!

WALKERS / RUNNERS! HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH

Plan now for the IOCC 5K walk/run to support humanitarian work! The

event is Saturday, September 6, 9:00 a.m., at Lakewood Park. Register 682 2 BR OAD VI E W R OAD

online at: iocc.org/Cleveland See details on the bulletin board.

COFFEE HOUR: PARMA, OHIO 44134

Our refreshments today are hosted by Mary J. and Mary Y.
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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Ven. Isaac, Dalmatus, and Faustus, Ascetics of Dalmatian Monastery at Constantinople;
Ven. Anthony the Roman, Abbot, of Novgorod;
Martyr Razhden of Persia; Ven. Cosmas, Eunuch and Hermit, of Palestine;
Righteous Salomé, Myrrhbearer, mother of Apostles James and John

Through asceticism you shone like lights in the world and by your faith you overthrew heresies. We
praise you with hymns, Isaac, Dalmatus, and Faustus, as servants of Christ who are praying for us all.
Kontakion, Tone II

THE HOLY TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
Wednesday, August 6
On the Mountain You were Transfigured, O Christ God, and Your disciples beheld Your glory as far as
they could see it, so that when they would behold You crucified, they would understand that Your suffering
was voluntary, and would proclaim to the world that You are truly the Radiance of the Father!
Troparion, Tone VII

TODAY’S EPISTLE: I CORINTHIANS 1:10-18 TODAY’S GOSPEL: MATTHEW 14:14-22

HOLY WORSHIP THIS WEEK:

Tuesday, August 5 6:00 p.m. Vigil of the Transfiguration

Wednesday, August 6 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy — Holy Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ
Blessing of Fruit

Saturday, August 9 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers

Blessing of Backpacks for Students

WELCOME GUESTS!

We are very glad you have come to worship the Holy Trinity with us this morning! Please
participate in the services at your comfort level. Our greeters will kindly assist you with whatever
questions or needs you may have. During each Sunday service we offer Holy Communion. If you are
a practicing Orthodox Christian and have come prepared to receive Christ’s Body and Blood through
fasting and prayer, please come forward to partake. All guests are invited to come forward at the end
of the service to greet Fr. Christopher and receive the blessed bread. Please stay after the Divine
Liturgy for coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall so we can get to know you better!

Families with children: we encourage children of all ages to be present and participate as they are
able during worship. We know sometimes kids need a break, so please take good advantage of our
Rest and Refocus Room located on the south side of the lobby/narthex when coming in the main
entrance. If you have pre-school and school age children, we invite you to send them to Church
School directly after the Divine Liturgy throughout the academic year. May God bless you!

Daily Scripture Readings can be found in the St. Tikhon’s Wall Calendar or at www.oca.org/readings.
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2ISTALL-AMERICAN COUNCIL

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is my pleasure to be able to report to you about the proceedings of our 64th diocesan assembly and
the 21st All-American Council in Phoenix. Our lay delegate was Eric Evanoff, and we had 3 other
observers from our parish: Margie Evanoff, Dn Matthew & Mat. Laura Gluntz.

Diocesan Assembly: In the afternoon of Monday July 14th we had our abbreviated assembly
meeting. Abp Daniel highlighted the growth of our diocese especially through the increase in
catechumens, the blessing of more seminarians, and the overall appreciation he has for the laborers
and servants of the diocese. Reports were offered by the heads of the new diocesan departments
which were formed last year: Christian Education, Service & Humanitarian Aid, Clergy Health &
Family Life, and Liturgical Practice. The Department of Evangelism is still awaiting a director. Of
note among the departmental reports is the Dept. of Education’s plans to grow online resources for
use in parishes, and the Dept. of Christian Service’s partnering with FOCUS to help train parishes to
expand and engage with the people of their neighborhoods and cities. Deanery reports were mostly
standard, with the exception of the Minneapolis Deanery continuing to show signs of exciting growth
and possibilities, with the development of the Dakotas Mission District and the anticipated expansion
of the mission parish in Bemidji, MN. The finances of the diocese seem to be in good hands with our
new treasurer, Sbdn Dimitri Pletz. Reports from the Diocesan Assembly can be found at
https://domoca.org/2025-diocesan-assembly/

AAC: The 21st All-American Council in Phoenix began Monday evening and ended before noon on
Friday July 18th. Though I've been a priest of the OCA for almost 8 years, aside from attending one of
the morning liturgies at the AAC in St Louis in 2018, this was my first full experience of an All-
American Council, which is our OCA’s triennial meeting to manifest the greater fullness of our church
in North America through worship, decisions, elections, reports, and fellowship. The theme of the
council, “Gathered Together By Christ,” indeed set the tone of the whole week: A warm and caring
fraternal atmosphere, manifesting the church across the continent. I was blessed to be a part and a
delegate.

OCA Pension Plan: One important item on the agenda, carrying over from 3 years ago, was
addressing the state of the OCA pension plan and its management. I am glad to report that the OCA
pension fund appears to be on a good track, is being managed well, and is on its way to full-funding. I
am grateful for our own MaryAnn Bobulsky who has served faithfully on the pension board for many
years and is now completing her service. MaryAnn has put in a great number of volunteer hours to
help care for and promote the pension plan, and work to encourage our bishops to continue to
mandate full participation among the parishes, which will do much to keep the fund healthy. New
clergy and laypeople were elected to the pension board, whom I believe will work hard to continue to
promote the fund.

North American Saints Front and Center: A couple of highlights for the week included the
celebration of North American saints. First, the newly painted icon by Anton Daineko was on display



for the first time, portraying 19 North American Saints, commissioned by Metropolitan Tikhon and
the OCA. This icon, in my estimation, is very large, about 5'x4’ in size. It was remarkable to stand
before it, give thanks to God for his work of raising saints in our land, and to ask their prayers for the
continued growth of the Orthodox Church here. Second, the main focus of the week liturgically was
on our newly canonized St Olga (Arrsamquq) of Kwethluk. A modest new reliquary—which I believe
was sponsored by the clergy wives across the continent—was out for veneration each day and holds a
sizable piece of bone of the saint. The All-Night vigil was celebrated on Wednesday evening with all
the variable hymns to St Olga. And Thursday morning the hierarchical liturgy was offered, with our
Abp Daniel giving a homily about St Olga and the process of her canonization and the meaningfulness
of this moment in our Church.

Recognition of the Macedonian Orthodox Church: Another item of note was the declaration by Met.
Tikhon to recognize the canonicity of the Macedonian Orthodox Church which was met with much
applause by the assembly. The Macedonian Orthodox Church had been in schism with the greater
Orthodox body from 1967 to 2022, and since then many autocephalous Orthodox Churches have
accepted the healing of the schism and recognized the Macedonian Orthodox Church. The OCA,
having many decades ago received its own autocephaly, has now also recognized this new
autocephalous church, and Met. Tikhon is planning a concelebration with Archbishop Stefan of
Ohrid. There is a Macedonian Orthodox parish in North Canton, OH, and I anticipate this declaration
and the coming concelebration will show us to be in full communion with that parish and allow us to
do good work together in the NEO region.

Diocese of the West: As one of the final achievements of his active ministry as bishop of the Diocese of
the West, Abp Benjamin played an important role in hosting this AAC in his diocese. Due to declining
health, His Eminence had announced his retirement beforehand, and was recognized by Metropolitan
Tikhon and subsequently received a healthy standing ovation from the assembly for his faithful
service during one of the plenary sessions. The Diocese of the West also held their annual assembly at
the council and elected Archimandrite Vasiliy Permiakov to be their new bishop. The synod of
bishops ratified this decision and Fr. Vasiliy is expected to be ordained and enthroned later this year.

Youth Program: My whole family was blessed to come to Phoenix, and our boys participated in the
AAC Youth program which included lessons, singing, day trips, trips to the waterpark at the resort,
and a performance at the banquet which celebrated the Alaskan beginnings of our North American
Church, its growth, and the canonization of our new St Olga of Kwethluk and Alaska. Mat. Jen

participated in some of the children’s programs and also got to attend some clergy wives functions.

Social Interactions: A great part of the AAC is the social interactions it provides, which for me
allowed connecting with old friends, attending the St Vladimir’s Seminary alumni gathering, and
making new acquaintances.

News articles and media from the AAC can be found in the “News” section of the OCA website:
www.oca.org/news The next AAC is scheduled to be in Dallas, TX, July 24-28, 2028. God willing, I
look forward to representing Holy Trinity at that time.

With love in Christ,
Fr Christopher



