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VENERABLE ARSENIUS, ABBOT OF KOMEL 
 

 St. Arsenius was born in Moscow and was descended from 
a noble family.  In his youth he was tonsured at the Trinity-
Sergiev monastery, and he occupied himself there with the copy-
ing of books. He was igumen of the monastery in 1525-1527, but 
he often withdrew to the solitary Makrisch monastery.  Great 
Prince Basil IV visited and was surprised to behold the igumen of 
a prosperous monastery in old, patched clothing.  The brethren 
explained that St. Arsenius wished to travel in the wilderness.  
 

 He set out together with his own cell elder to the Komel 
forest, over 30 miles away.  St. Arsenius made a large wooden 
cross, and he shouldered it, traveling to pick a spot for a future 
monastery. Coming to a marshy place, the monk stumbled under 
the heavy cross and fell.  A heavenly beam of light flashed upon 
him and convinced him to establish his monastery on that very 
site.  St. Arsenius set up the cross and built the first cell. 
 

        The local inhabitants went there to hunt wild animals, and 
they killed the disciple of St. Arsenius. He himself was forced to 
withdraw into the Shelegod forest.  Several monks soon gathered 
at his new monastery, and afterwards fugitives from a Tatar  
incursion settled there.  St. Arsenius, seeking after silence, desired 
to live in a quieter spot. 
 

 In 1530, Great Prince Basil gave him a deed for land in the 
Komel forest at the Kokhtisha River.  The monk began to clear the 
forest together with his disciple Gerasimus.  By prayer, the saint 
tamed the wild beasts.  When several monks had gathered about 
him, he built a church in honor of the Placing of the Veil of the 
Most Holy Theotokos. 
 

 Visiting the Shelegod monastery, the monk instructed the 
peasants who had settled in that area.  He bid them reverently to 
observe feastdays and Sundays.  A peasant once began to work on 
a feastday, and a sudden wind arose, scattering all his sheaves. 
 

         Having spent his life in fasting, prayer and constant work, St. 
Arsenius died on August 24, 1550.  His Life was written soon after 
his death but burned in a fire in the Komel monastery in 1596.  It 
was restored from the surviving manuscripts and augmented with 
posthumous miracles by John, a monk of the monastery. 
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ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Hieromartyr Eutychius, disciple of St. John the Theologian; 

Translation of the Relics of St. Peter, Metropolitan of Moscow and All Russia; 
Ven. Arsenius, Abbot of Komel’;    Martyr Tation of Claudiopolis;  

Virgin Martyr Cyra of Persia;    St. George Limniotes the Confessor of Mt. Olympus; 
The “Petrovskaya” Icon of the Most-holy Theotokos 

 

          By sharing in the ways of the Apostles, you became a successor to their throne.  Through the  
 practice of virtue, you found the way to divine contemplation, O inspired one of God; by teaching 
 the word of truth without error, you defended the Faith, even to the shedding of your blood.  Hieromartyr 
 Eutychius, entreat Christ God to save our souls. 
          Troparion, Tone IV 
      

THE BEHEADING OF THE HOLY GLORIOUS PROPHET,  
FORERUNNER AND BAPTIST JOHN 

Friday, August 29 

      The glorious beheading of the Forerunner became an act of divine dispensation, for he preached to 
 those in hell the coming of the Savior.  Let Herodias lament, for she entreated lawless murder, loving 
 not the law of God, nor eternal life, but that which is false and temporal. 
          Kontakion, Tone V 
 
TODAY’S EPISTLE:  I CORINTHIANS 9:2-12              TODAY’S GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 18:23-35 
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Daily Scripture Readings can be found in the St. Tikhon’s Wall Calendar or at www.oca.org/readings.   
 

 

 HOLY WORSHIP THIS WEEK: 
  Thursday, August 28 6:00 p.m.  Vespers 
  Friday, August 29 9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy  -  The Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
  Saturday, August 30 5:00 p.m.  Great Vespers 

Divine Liturgy on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Vespers on Saturdays at 5:00 p.m. 

WELCOME GUESTS! 
 

       We are very glad you have come to worship the Holy Trinity with us this morning!  Please  
participate in the services at your comfort level.  Our greeters will kindly assist you with whatever 
questions or needs you may have.  During each Sunday service we offer Holy Communion.  If you are 
a practicing Orthodox Christian and have come prepared to receive Christ’s Body and Blood through 
fasting and prayer, please come forward to partake.  All guests are invited to come forward at the end 
of the service to greet Fr. Christopher and receive the blessed bread.  Please stay after the Divine  
Liturgy for coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall so we can get to know you better! 

     Families with children:  we encourage children of all ages to be present and participate as they are 
able during worship.  We know sometimes kids need a break, so please take good advantage of our 
Rest and Refocus Room located on the south side of the lobby/narthex when coming in the main  
entrance.  If you have pre-school and school age children, we invite you to send them to Church 
School directly after the Divine Liturgy throughout the academic year.  May God bless you! 



CHURCH SCHOOL: 
   Registration forms and calendars for the upcoming 
Church School year are available in the Fellowship Hall.  
Forms can be turned in to Mka. Jen or to any Church 
School teacher.  The first day of class is September 7. 
PARISH PICNIC: 
   The annual Parish Picnic is scheduled for August 31, 
following Liturgy.  Sign up in the Fellowship Hall: side 
dishes (pastas, fruit, chips, veggies), condiments (relish, 
mayo, cheese slices), desserts, drinks (water, soda, juice 
boxes, ice).  Do you have a cooler to lend?  Help is 
needed for set-up, clean-up and organizing activities.   
COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES: 
   HTOC will be sending care packages to college 
students again this school year.  Please supply a complete 
mailing address for your college student, and let us know 
of any food allergies or dietary restrictions.   
Email to Valerie Spoerl:   valspoerl@gmail.com 
EASTERN ORTHODOX WOMEN’S GUILD: 
   The EOWG has begun their annual membership drive.  
Please see Joanne Stoyka or Dianna Kall for info. 
There is a meeting at HTOC on Saturday, Sept. 13, 10:00 
a.m. for the installation of officers, followed by 
refreshments, a meeting, and filling of IOCC bookbags. 
PRAYER LIST: 
   Please contact Mka. Jen Moore to receive the weekly 
email Prayer List or to request specific prayers.  Email:  
jenlewis82@hotmail.com or prayerlist@holy-trin.org 
HTOC PHOTO DIRECTORIES: 
   We have extra photo directories available on the 
counter in the Church Office.  Please stop in if you 
would like another copy or if you did not yet receive one.  
Any donation can be put into the offering box. 
TRINITARIAN COVERS: 
    The covers today are offered by Eric and Marjorie 
Evanoff in honor of their Wedding Anniversary. 

AUGUST: 
24, TODAY  College Student Sunday 
25, Monday  Cooking for St. Herman House 
27, Wednesday    Serving dinner at St. Herman House  
31, Sunday  HTOC Parish Picnic 
SEPTEMBER: 
6, Saturday  8:30 a.m.  IOCC 5K Walk/Run at Lakewood Park 
   8:45-5:00  Peace of Mind Training at HTOC 
7, Sunday  First day of Church School classes 
13, Saturday  10:00 a.m.  EOWG meeting and Installation of Officers at HTOC 
18, Thursday  7:00 p.m.  Choir rehearsal 

THE GIFTS WE OFFER TO THE LORD WE LOVE 

REGULAR COLLECTION, 8/17/2025             $ 2799.00 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGNS            895.00 
CANDLES                           238.00  
IOCC TENNESSEE TRIP               46.00 
BACKPACKS                  240.00 
SECOND SUNDAY FOOD SALE             257.00 
COFFEE HOUR                   71.00 

PEACE OF MIND TRAINING: 
   Sponsored by FOCUS Cleveland, this “mental health 
first aid” program is designed for clergy and lay 
persons in leadership roles, offering insight into dealing 
with those suffering with mental health concerns. 
Join us at HTOC on Saturday, Sept. 6, 8:45 a.m.-5:00 
p.m., with Vespers to follow. Lunch is provided.  $30 
donation to St. Herman House is payable at the door.  
For registration link (Kirk Ries):  kries@focusno.org 
IOCC FUNDRAISER: 
   On Saturday, Sept. 6, at Lakewood Park there will be  
a family-friendly 5K walk/run in support of the 
humanitarian work of International Orthodox Christian 
Charities.  Check-in begins at 8:15 a.m., with the walk/
run at 9:00 a.m.  Stay afterward for fellowship and 
refreshments.  All ages and abilities are welcome.  
Please invite friends and family.  Registration is $25 for 
individuals and $50 for families of four.  To register 
visit:  iocc.org/Cleveland     Contact Sophia Kayafas at 
440-525-6914 with any questions. 
DN. PAUL SCHLAFER: 
   Dn. Paul offers his family contact information and 
hopes to stay in touch with HTOC parishioners: 
The Schlafers; 136A St. Tikhon’s Rd.; Unit 4; 
Waymart, PA  18472.    Dn. Paul:  216-926-1851;   
cole.schlafer@students.stots.edu    Mka Sarah: 216- 
926-1851;    s.schlafer95@gmail.com 
SINGLES’ RETREAT: 
   Registration is open for the January 15-18, 2026,  
Singles (30+) Retreat at Antiochian Village in Bolivar, 
PA.  Activities include Trivia Night, speed dating, 
speaker-led sessions, church services, meals, rest and 
fellowship.  Email:   ellie@ancientfaith.com 
COFFEE HOUR: 
    Our refreshments today are hosted by the Family of 
Betty Scherry in celebration of Betty’s 101st Birthday! 
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OCF offers college students rich community in Christ,

inspiring a life-long love of God and neighbor.

Through the Campus Missionary Initiative, national

programs, weekend retreats, virtual gatherings, and

over 200 on-campus chapters, OCF is an invitation to

thrive during school. 

@OCFministry  |  50 Goddard Ave., Brookline, MA 02445  |  www.ocf.net

College students need the active presence

of the Church community consistently and

personally. Support the life-giving ministry

of OCF with a donation today in honor of

College Student Sunday by scanning the QR

code or visiting ocf.net/donate


