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 The Placing of the Venerable Belt of the Most Holy 
Theotokos in a church of Constantinople’s Chalcoprateia 
district took place during the reign of the emperor Theodo-
sius the Younger.  Before this, the holy relic, entrusted to 
the Apostle Thomas by the Mother of God Herself, was kept 
by pious Christians at Jerusalem after Her Dormition.   
 
 During the reign of Emperor Leo the Wise (886-911), 
his wife Zoe was afflicted with an unclean spirit, and he 
prayed that God would heal her.  The empress had a vision 
that she would be healed of her infirmity if the Belt of the 
Mother of God were placed upon her.  The emperor then 
asked the Patriarch to open the coffer.  The Patriarch  
removed the seal and opened the coffer in which the relic 
was kept, and the Belt of the Mother of God appeared  
completely whole and undamaged by time.  The Patriarch 
placed the Belt on the sick empress, and immediately she 
was freed from her infirmity.  They sang hymns of thanks-
giving to the Most Holy Theotokos, then they placed the 
venerable Belt back into the coffer and resealed it. 
 

       In commemoration of the miraculous occurrence and 
the twofold Placing of the venerable Belt, the Feast of the 
Placing of the Venerable Belt of the Most Holy Theotokos 
was established.  Parts of the holy Belt are in the Vatopedi 
monastery on Mt. Athos, in Trier monastery, and in  
Georgia. 
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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
The Placing of the Cincture (Sash) of the Most-Holy Theotokos; 

Hieromartyr Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage; 
St. Gennadius, Patriarch of Constantinople 

 

          Ever-Virgin Theotokos, protectress of mankind, you have given your people a powerful legacy: 
 the robe and sash of your most honored body which remained incorrupt throughout your seedless 
 childbearing; for through you time and nature are renewed!  Therefore we implore you:  “Grant peace 
 to your people and to our souls great mercy!” 
          Troparion, Tone VIII 
 

      As one who lived piously among Hierarchs and who underwent martyrdom, O divinely-wise one, 
 you abolished the sacrifices of idolatry and showed yourself to be a protector of your flock.  Therefore, 
 we cry fervently to you:  “By your intercessions, deliver us from all misfortunes, O Cyprian our Father.” 
          Kontakion, Tone IV 
      

CHURCH NEW YEAR 
Monday, September 1 

      O Creator and Master of time and the ages, Triune and Merciful God of all:  grant blessings for the 
 course of this year, and in Your boundless mercy save those who worship You and ever cry out in fear: 
 “O Savior, grant blessings to all mankind!” 
          Kontakion, Tone IV 
 

TODAY’S EPISTLE:  I CORINTHIANS 15:1-11              TODAY’S GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 19:16-26 
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Daily Scripture Readings can be found in the St. Tikhon’s Wall Calendar or at www.oca.org/readings.   
 

 

 HOLY WORSHIP THIS WEEK: 
  Saturday, September 6 5:00 p.m.  Great Vespers 

Divine Liturgy on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Vespers on Saturdays at 5:00 p.m. 

WELCOME GUESTS! 
 

       We are very glad you have come to worship the Holy Trinity with us this morning!  Please  
participate in the services at your comfort level.  Our greeters will kindly assist you with whatever 
questions or needs you may have.  During each Sunday service we offer Holy Communion.  If you are 
a practicing Orthodox Christian and have come prepared to receive Christ’s Body and Blood through 
fasting and prayer, please come forward to partake.  All guests are invited to come forward at the end 
of the service to greet Fr. Christopher and receive the blessed bread.  Please stay after the Divine  
Liturgy for coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall so we can get to know you better! 

     Families with children:  we encourage children of all ages to be present and participate as they are 
able during worship.  We know sometimes kids need a break, so please take good advantage of our 
Rest and Refocus Room located on the south side of the lobby/narthex when coming in the main  
entrance.  If you have pre-school and school age children, we invite you to send them to Church 
School directly after the Divine Liturgy throughout the academic year.  May God bless you! 



CHURCH SCHOOL: 
   Registration forms and calendars for the upcoming 
Church School year are available in the Fellowship Hall.  
Forms can be turned in to Mka. Jen or to any Church 
School teacher.  The first day of class is September 7. 
PARISH PICNIC: 
   The annual Parish Picnic is scheduled for August 31, 
following Liturgy.  Sign up in the Fellowship Hall: side 
dishes (pastas, fruit, chips, veggies), condiments (relish, 
mayo, cheese slices), desserts, drinks (water, soda, juice 
boxes, ice).  Do you have a cooler to lend?  Help is 
needed for set-up, clean-up and organizing activities.   
COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES: 
   HTOC will be sending care packages to college 
students again this school year.  Please supply a complete 
mailing address for your college student, and let us know 
of any food allergies or dietary restrictions.   
Email to Valerie Spoerl:   valspoerl@gmail.com 
EASTERN ORTHODOX WOMEN’S GUILD: 
   The EOWG has begun their annual membership drive.  
Please see Joanne Stoyka or Dianna Kall for info. 
There is a meeting at HTOC on Saturday, Sept. 13, 10:00 
a.m. for the installation of officers, followed by 
refreshments, a meeting, and filling of IOCC bookbags. 
PRAYER LIST: 
   Please contact Mka. Jen Moore to receive the weekly 
email Prayer List or to request specific prayers.  Email:  
jenlewis82@hotmail.com or prayerlist@holy-trin.org 
HTOC PHOTO DIRECTORIES: 
   We have extra photo directories available on the 
counter in the Church Office.  Please stop in if you 
would like another copy or if you did not yet receive one.  
Any donation can be put into the offering box. 
TRINITARIAN COVERS: 
    The covers today are offered by Eric and Marjorie 
Evanoff in honor of their Wedding Anniversary. 

AUGUST: 
24, TODAY  College Student Sunday 
25, Monday  Cooking for St. Herman House 
27, Wednesday    Serving dinner at St. Herman House  
31, Sunday  HTOC Parish Picnic 
SEPTEMBER: 
6, Saturday  8:30 a.m.  IOCC 5K Walk/Run at Lakewood Park 
   8:45-5:00  Peace of Mind Training at HTOC 
7, Sunday  First day of Church School classes 
13, Saturday  10:00 a.m.  EOWG meeting and Installation of Officers at HTOC 
18, Thursday  7:00 p.m.  Choir rehearsal 

THE GIFTS WE OFFER TO THE LORD WE LOVE 

REGULAR COLLECTION, 8/17/2025             $ 2799.00 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGNS            895.00 
CANDLES                           238.00  
IOCC TENNESSEE TRIP               46.00 
BACKPACKS                  240.00 
SECOND SUNDAY FOOD SALE             257.00 
COFFEE HOUR                   71.00 

PEACE OF MIND TRAINING: 
   Sponsored by FOCUS Cleveland, this “mental health 
first aid” program is designed for clergy and lay 
persons in leadership roles, offering insight into dealing 
with those suffering with mental health concerns. 
Join us at HTOC on Saturday, Sept. 6, 8:45 a.m.-5:00 
p.m., with Vespers to follow. Lunch is provided.  $30 
donation to St. Herman House is payable at the door.  
For registration link (Kirk Ries):  kries@focusno.org 
IOCC FUNDRAISER: 
   On Saturday, Sept. 6, at Lakewood Park there will be  
a family-friendly 5K walk/run in support of the 
humanitarian work of International Orthodox Christian 
Charities.  Check-in begins at 8:15 a.m., with the walk/
run at 9:00 a.m.  Stay afterward for fellowship and 
refreshments.  All ages and abilities are welcome.  
Please invite friends and family.  Registration is $25 for 
individuals and $50 for families of four.  To register 
visit:  iocc.org/Cleveland     Contact Sophia Kayafas at 
440-525-6914 with any questions. 
DN. PAUL SCHLAFER: 
   Dn. Paul offers his family contact information and 
hopes to stay in touch with HTOC parishioners: 
The Schlafers; 136A St. Tikhon’s Rd.; Unit 4; 
Waymart, PA  18472.    Dn. Paul:  216-926-1851;   
cole.schlafer@students.stots.edu    Mka Sarah: 216- 
926-1851;    s.schlafer95@gmail.com 
SINGLES’ RETREAT: 
   Registration is open for the January 15-18, 2026,  
Singles (30+) Retreat at Antiochian Village in Bolivar, 
PA.  Activities include Trivia Night, speed dating, 
speaker-led sessions, church services, meals, rest and 
fellowship.  Email:   ellie@ancientfaith.com 
COFFEE HOUR: 
    Our refreshments today are hosted by the Family of 
Betty Scherry in celebration of Betty’s 101st Birthday! 
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  15th Annual

Fr. Prislopsky Memorial  

Thursday, September 25, 2025

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH

Woodside Party Center
5025 E Mill Road

Broadview Hts., OH

Dinner at 6:30 PM
Chicken Paprikash 
Lecture to Follow

Cost: $15 per person
RSVP Required Through Church Office 

by  Friday,  September 12
Call - (440) 526-5192 or 

Email - info@stmichaelscleveland.org

	 Dinner Lecture

Theology in Colors:
How Icons and Art Express Spiritual Truths

Trinity Icon by Andrei Rublev

Keynote Speaker:
Archpriest Alexander Garklavs



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

August 31 

12th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Placing Sash of 
the Holy  
Theotokos 
 
HTOC Parish 
Picnic 

1 

Church New 
Year 

2 

 
10:00 a.m. 
GCCOC  
meeting at 
HTOC 

3 4 5 6   8:30 a.m. 
IOCC 5K 
Walk/Run  
8:45-5:00 
Peace of Mind 
Training at 
HTOC 
5:00 p.m. 
Great Vespers 

7  13th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Forefeast of the 
Nativity of the 
Theotokos 
Church School 
begins 
5:00 p.m. 
Vigil  

8  Nativity of 
the Theotokos 
9:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9 10 11 12 13 

10:00 a.m. 
EOWG meet-
ing at HTOC 
 
5:00 p.m. 
Festal Vigil 

14 14th Sun-
day after Pen-
tecost 
Exaltation of 
the Cross 
 
Second Sunday 
Food Sale 

15 16 17 18 
 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Choir rehearsal 

19 20 
 
 

5:00 p.m. 
Great Vespers 

21 15th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Apostle  
Quadratus 
 
Parish Council 
meeting 

22 

Cooking for St. 
Herman House 

23 24 

Serving dinner 
at St. Herman 
House 

25 

6:30 p.m. 
“Theology in 
Colors”  Dinner 
Lecture by Fr. 
Alexander 
Garklavs at 
Woodside 

26 27 
 
 

5:00 p.m. 
Great Vespers 

28 16th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Ven. Chariton 
 

29 30 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Vespers 
(outside,  
weather  
permitting) 

October 1 

Protection of 
the Theotokos 
9:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

October 2 October 3 October 4 
 
 

5:00 p.m. 
Great Vespers 
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